A proud history of children’s futures
Celebrating our 70th Anniversary

Our history
Adoption Matters journey began in 1884 when the Duke of Westminster donated a piece of land to the
Chester Diocese. In 1886, a building named the ‘Diocesan House of Mercy’ was opened on Lache Lane,
Chester and used as a refuge for young women. In 1933, the house was run by the Sisters from St. Mary
the Virgin, Wantage and became a long stay home for young women who were pregnant and in need of
support. In the early 1950s, the house was renamed St. Bridget’s Mother & Baby Home.
Our Blackburn office historically became involved in adoption when Deaneries in the Diocese of Blackburn
provided a moral welfare service which included work with single pregnant women who wished to place
their babies for adoption. They had links with a number of mother and baby homes in the Diocese and
though the Lancaster and Morecambe Adoption Society placed babies with approved adoptive parents.
The first adoption was made in April 1948.
The Adoption of Children Act 1949 meant that
placement of children for adoption would be supervised by
local authorities. The Anglican Church has always taken
its commitment to social responsibility very seriously – the
Board for Social Responsibility dealt with adoption,
homelessness, unemployment, social justice and more.
Eventually Adoption became a smaller part of this and
Blackburn Diocesan Adoption Agency and Chester
Diocesan Adoption Service were formed in 1947 and 1955
respectively.
By the 1960s with societies changing views on unmarried
mothers, St. Bridget’s closed for a short period of time and
reopened in the early 1970s as a day nursery also offering
a flat let scheme for mother and child to stay for a short
period of time.

St. Bridget’s in the 1950s

Blackburn also centralised its services in the late
1970s early 1980s and moved into placing children other
than babies who were in the care of local authorities. In
1976, The Adoption Act required local authorities to
provide their own adoption service and we then continued
to work in partnership with several local authorities in
placing children for adoption.
Adoption Matters have historically supported and continue to support birth mothers who were placed at
St. Bridget’s throughout the period of its history and also assist adoptees with tracing records. We offer
support in counselling, tracing birth records and reunions.
Today, our society, the Church and adoption agencies have all moved on since the days of mother and
baby homes.

Adoption today champions inclusion, different lifestyles and sexualities, myriad
ethnicities and cultures, reflecting a modern Britain where single parents achieve highly
positive outcomes for the children they nurture, sometimes against all odds.
Whilst originating from a Church of England background, we now operate independently of the church;
however, it’s ethos and value base continues to inspire our work and we retain strong links with Chester &
Blackburn Dioceses and many other Dioceses across the country.

Changing times & brands

Today, Adoption Matters is a children’s charity and one of the largest independent
adoption agencies in the country offering specialised and tailored support to families.
Our reputation has grown over the years together with our staff & trustee base. We have ensured that we
keep up to date with moving demand and changed our services and offering to meet this without ever
compromising our high quality service. We have rebranded our agency ensuring we stay relevant in
today’s digital age.
Our staff, volunteers, Board of Trustees, together with our Patron and joint Presidents, continue to support
our agency and look forward to celebrating our 70th year and many more successful years to come.

We have placed over

4,000 children with adoptive families

in our 70 year history.
In our 70th year, we want to raise £10 for every child placed.
Can YOU help us reach target so we can help many more families?
What difference will your money make?







£10 funds two toys for young children to play with at a contact session
£35 funds an empathy doll, designed to help strengthen a child’s bonding through sensory stimuli
£100 provides a place for an adoptive parent on a therapeutic parenting training day
£400 provides an adoptive family a full consultation session with our adoption professionals
£1,000 provides a parenting programme, training workshop or online course for a family in need
£10,000+ would contribute towards additional Social Work staff and sessional workers to allow us to
provide support to even more families

What can you do?
Anything from baking to biking, climbing to coffee mornings, marathons to making cakes - every penny
counts. We are delighted that so many of our own adoptive families fundraise on our behalf and we hope to
make 2017 the biggest year ever. We will assist with setting up a fundraising site, provide sponsorship forms,
running t-shirts etc.

Are you a company and want to help a local children’s charity?
At Adoption Matters we believe that children’s welfare and needs are paramount and we aim for them to
grow up in a secure and loving family who will best meet their long-term needs and who can help them to
reach their full potential. We are always looking for companies with a similar ethos to Adoption Matters to
help us offer even more support and training to families. There are many ways you can support our charity,
including:





Sponsorship of a children’s event hosted by our Centre for Adoption Support
Sponsorship of a charity fundraising event, cycle, walk etc.
Make us your charity of the year
Donations of raffle prizes to be used at our events throughout the year

For more information on ways to donate visit:

www.adoptionmatters.org/donateat:

If you would like to support us on a regular basis, please use the below form. You can tear out this page.

Contact us:
For further information on any information contained in this leaflet or about any of our services, please contact
us. Our offices are open Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Web: www.adoptionmatters.org
Tel: 0300 123 1066
Email: info@adoptionmatters.org
Like & Follow us on Facebook & Twitter:
www.facebook.com/adoptionmattersUIK
www.twitter.com/adopt_matters

Head office: 14 Liverpool Road, Chester, CH2 1AE.
Also offices at: Blackburn, Hale, Warrington, Manchester, & Leeds.
Registered Charity Number: 512892

